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SERMON. 
[Concluded from page $58. } 


And their hope shall be as the giving up of the Ghost.—Jox, 11. 90. 

AGREEABLY to the plan proposed, a description of secure 
sinners has been given; and it has been shown, how it comes 
to pass, that they entertain hopes of future happiness. It now 


remains to show, 


II. That secure sinners will find it extremely painful to give 


up their false hopes. 


give them up. 


It is certain they must sooner or later 
They are built upon false grounds; and when 


those grounds are taken away, their hopes must expire. So it 


is represented in the text. 
ing up of the Ghost.” 


“Their hope shall be as the giv- 
That is, their hope shall certainly die. 
This is the general representation of scripture. 


The Bible 


represents secure sinners as constantly liable to lose their delu- 


sive hopes of the divine favor. 
their hopes may be destroyed. 


There are two ways by which 
One is, by genuine conviction. 


Thus the three thousand on the day of Penticost lost their 
hopes. And thus Paul tells us he lost his hopes. “I was 
alive without the Jaw once, but when the commandment came, 


sin revived, and I died.”’ 


All secure sinners are liable to lose 


their hopes in this way ; and they must lose their hopes in this 


way, in order to be saved. 


They must come to Christ weary 


and heavy laden, despairing of salvation in any other way. 
But if they maintain their false hopes through life and are never 
awakened and convinced by the influences of the divine Spirit ; 
yet death will certainly put an end to their delusion, and des- 


troy their hopes forever. 


We read, “The wicked is driven 


away in his wickedness; but the righteous hath hope in his 
death.” We read, “The desire of the wicked shall perish.” 
And Job demands, ‘‘ What is the hope of the hypocrite, when 


God taketh away his soul 1” 


Zophar appears to have refer- 
ence to death, in the text, when he says “The hope of the 
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wicked is asthe giving up of the ghost.” Death will strip all 
sinners of the false hopes they indulged in this life, and fix 
them in a state of endless despair. So that it is certain, that 
secure sinners will sooner or later experience the loss of all 
their fond and delusive expectations of eternal happiness. And 
whenever they shall be constrained to renounce their hopes, 
it will be like giving up the ghost, and more distressing than 
death itself. For, 

1. When their hopes shall be destroyed, their sense of guilt 
will be increased. When they find that they have mistaken 
the character of God, the nature of the Gospel, and the state 
of their own minds; sin will revive, and the enmity of their 
hearts will be kindled into a flame of opposition to all those 
objects, which they once imagined they loved, or at least, did 
not hate. A clear discovery of the awful justice of God, of 
the dreadful denunciations of the gospel against the impenitent, 
and of the total corruption of their own hearts, will fill their 
souls with a keen sense of their infinite guilt and ill desert in 
the sight of God, and of all holy beings.. They will feel, that 
they deserve the hatred and displeasure of God, of Christ, of 
saints, of angels, and even of all those who once loved them. 
Hence their giving up their hope, will be giving up themselves 
to the most distressing exercises of mind, that they are capa- 
ble.of feeling. When their hopes are gone, there will be noth- 
ing to prevent their pondering upon their guilt and wretched- 
néss. They will be constrained to see their sins in their nature, 
number, and awful aggravations, and to anticipate a state of 
eternal enmity and opposition to God, to all his works, and to 
all his creatures. When convinced sinners, in this life, give up 
their hopes, their souls are filled with anguish and distress. 
They feel the power of sin, the weight of guilt, and the bitter- 
ness of eternal death. But when death destroys their hopes, 
their views are clearer, and their pains are greater. They 
feel themselves in the presence and in the hand of God, whose 
frowns are more than they can support. Their hands and 
their hearts feel them, and they are constrained to sink deeper 
and deeper in the bottomless pit. 

2. When the hopes of the wicked shall be destroyed, their 
desires of happiness will remain and increase. This will make 
the loss of their hopes extremely distressing. So long as men 
hope for future happiness, they can cheerfully endure present 
misery ; but when the hopes of happiness in a future and eter- 
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nal state, are lost, all is lost, and the mind is left in extreme 

distress. It is the hope of secure sinners, that gives them go 
much ease and satisfaction in passing through the scenes of 
the present life. But only let them be constrained to give up 
their hopes of all future good, and they will sink in as deep 
distress, as Esau, when he lost his birthright. For the less 
men expect future and eternal happiness, the more they desire 
it. ‘This we see exemplified by all sinners under awakenings 
and convictions. Their desires of happiness in a future state, 
are extremely strong and extremely distressing. What then 
must be the distress of these, who lose their hopes by death, 
and have their desires of eternal happiness awakened, by find- 
ing themselves plunged in eternal despair! The damned will 
never lose their desires after happiness. When they reflect 
upon the joys and blessedness of heaven, and that eternal 
weight of good, which is the portion of saints and angels; their 
desires of endless felicity will be painfully enflamed. O, how 
will they long for rest and happiness! But the loss of their 
hopes will render them an eternal prey to their strong and 
fruitless desires. Desires unsatisfied will be a principal source 
of their endless torments in the regions of despair. ‘The most 
secure sinners, who trifle with eternal realities, will find it as 
distressing as death, to lose their hopes; because this will 
awaken the most painful desires, of future and eternal happi- 
ness. 

3. It will be extremely distressing to secure sinners to lose 
their hopes, because it will subject them to the dread of eter- 
nal misery. Those who make light of hell, and disbelieve or 
despise future punishments, will find that they are unable to 
support the thought of lying down in eternal sorrow. And 
this thought will take fast hold of their minds, whenever they 
lose their hupes of heaven. Many indeed could bear the 
thought ef losing heaven, if the unavoidable consequence were 
not, that they must suffer the vengeance of eternal fire. But 
who can endure the idea of ‘ dwelling with devouring fire? or 
with everlasting burnings ?’’ As hope goes, fear comes; and 
when all hope is gone, the fear of eternal destruction seizes 
the minds of sinners. And when they are constrained to re- 
linquish their hopes, they are equally constrained to suffer the 
fears of eternal misery. Our Saviour, who perfectly knew 
what it was for sinners to give up their hopes, and yield to 
despair, has painted their distress in the most lively colors. 
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“I say unto you, that many shall come from the east and west, 
and shal] sit down with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the 
kingdom of heaven. But the children ef the kingdom shall be 
cast out into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and gnash- 
ing of teeth.” In speaking of the man who was destitute of the 
wedding garment, he represents the king as saying, ‘ Bind him 
hand and foot, and take him away, and cast him into outer 
darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” Speak- 
ing of the vicious servant, who neglected to prepare for the 
coming of his Lord, he says, “ The Lord of that servant shal! 
eome in a day when he Jooketh not for him, and in an hour 
that he is not aware of, and shal! cut him asunder, and appoint 
him his portion with the hypocrites: there shall be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.” And speaking of the man, who had receiv- 
ed and neglected the one talent, he says, ‘‘ Take the talent 
from him; and cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer 
darkness: there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” Though 
sinners, while they remain secure, are stout-hearted, and seem 
to bid defiance to the dreadful threatenings pointed against 
them in the gospel; yet whenever they are constrained to give 
up their false and groundless hopes of eternal happiness, they 
will find their hearts fail them, and must stoop under the dread 
of endless destruction. And the stronger their hopes have 
been, and the less their fears of falling into the bottomless pit, 
the more distressing will it be to exchange their hopes of eter- 
nal life for the fears of eternal death. This will fill them with 
extreme anguish of heart, if it does not subject them to weep- 
ing and guashing of teeth forever. 
HEADS OF IMPROVEMEXT, 

1. If-it be owing to false hopes of future happiness, that sin- 
ners are secure; then they are to blame for their security. 
This they are not apt to believe. They complain of their stu- 
pidity, as a mere calamity, which they wish to remove, but 
cannot. This is a great mistake. Their security is ewing to 
their hopes ; and their hopes are voluntary, arising from volun- 
tary ignorance. They wish to retain their hopes, and “ will 
not come to the light” of divine truth, which would show them 
that they are in “the gall of bitterness and bond of iniquity.” 

2. Ifthe security of sinners arises from their hopes of future 
happiness, then it should be the leading object of preaching to 
destroy their false and delasive hopes. No preaching, which 
leaves sinners in possession of their groundless hopes, will ever 
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have the least tendency to awaken them from their guilty slum- 
bers. The greatest obstacle which lies in the way of the sav- 
ing effect of a preached gospel, is presented by the false hopes 
of them that hear it. These must be destroyed, or their souls 
will be lost. And as these hopes arise from their ignorance of 
God, of themselves, and of the terms of the gospel; how can 
they be destroyed, but by exhibiting the truth on these subs 
jects, in a clear, scriptural and discriminating manner? 
Though such preaching may be the most disagreeable; yet it 
is the most useful ; but that kind of preaching which conceals 
a part of the counsel of God, or exhibits it in an obscure and 
unintelligible manner, while it is pleasing and popular, is ever 
most dangerous and destructive. 

3. Sinners have no reason to rejoice, that they are able to 
retain their false hopes, notwithstanding all the means that are 
used to awaken them. They do rejoice—but their joy will be 
turned into sorrow. 

4. If sinners can form and maintain their false hopes, not- 
withstanding all the outward means used with them ; then they 
are entirely in the sovereign hand of God—to awaken, or to 
stupify—to renew, or to destroy them. All sinners do, is to 
keep and confirm their old false hope, till convinced by the 
strivings of the Divine Spirit; and then all they do, is to en- 
deavor to get a new hope, until their hearts are changed by 
the special, quickening, new-creating influence of the same 
Holy and Divine Spirit. 

5. It concerns all who are in a state of security, to examine 
the grounds of their hopes. Very many are secure. Negli- 
gent sinners are secure—seeking sinners—eareless professors. 

Let all be urged to give up their false hopes. Such hopes 
may be known.—They are extremely dangerous —They must 
be given up, sooner or later.—If given up now, there may be 
opportunity to secure that ‘* good hope which is through grace” 
—but, soon it will be “as the giving up of the ghost.” 

SENEX. 





For the Hopkinsian Magazine. 
REASONS WHY GOOD MEN DESIRE THE PROSPERITY OF THE CHURCH, 
ABOVE ALL THINGS ELSE IN THE WORLD. 


Tue friends of God in Babylon solemnly protested, that they 
supremely desired the prosperity of Zion. Each one could 
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appeal to God, and say, “I prefer Jerusalem above my chief 
joy.” Moses expressed the same sentiment, while he was 
with the church in the wilderness. ‘Let my name be blotted 
out, rather than the church should not live and prosper.’ Eli- 
jah, Nehemiah, Daniel, Paul, and many other good men men- 
tioned in the Bible, manifested a supreme desire for the pros- 
perity of the church. This may look strange to the men of 
the world, and even to many who would be thought to have a 
real regard for religion. It may be useful, therefore, to in- 
quire why good men supremely desire the prosperity of the 
church, And I would observe, 

1. It is because the prosperity of the church will bring the 
greatest glory to God. It is by the church, that he means to 
display himself most fully to principalities aud powers, and to 
all intelligent beings in the universe. It is when he builds up 
Zion, that he appears in his greatest glory. It is by making 
his church the perfection of beauty, that he will obtain the 
largest reverence of praise and glory, both in time and eterni- 
ty. As good men love God supremely, so they must desire, 
above all things, that he may be glorified by the enlargement, 
and light, and knowledge, and holiness of his church. This is 
the way God has devised to glorify himself, and therefore all 
his friends supremely desire, that he may be glorified in this 
way. 

2. They supremely desire the prosperity of the church, be- 
cause this will bring the greatest good to mankind. Just so 
far as Zion prospers, the highest happiness of men is promo- 
ted. Every addition to the church carries in it the eternal 
happiness of some poor perishing sinner. And as all good 
men desire the eternal good of their fellow men; so they de- 
sire that they may be brought to Zion, and made meet for the 
inheritance of the saints in light. There is nothing they so 
much desire for the world at large, as that they may be trans- 
lated out of the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of 
Christ. Hence they desire supremely, and ardently, that the 
church may prosper and spread all over the world, and turn it 
into an Eden of holiness and happiness. There is no other 
possible way, in which the general happiness of mankind 
can be promoted, but by the increase and prosperity of the 
church. This, therefore, is above all things most desirable 
to those, who possess the spirit of true love to God and man. 
Besides, 

3. Good men view all their own interests as involved in the 
prosperity of the church. They would be of all men most mis- 
erable, should the church be eut off, and the scheme of the 
gospel be frustrated. They expect to be completely and for- 
ever happy, in no other way, than by the accomplishment of 
the great work of redemption, which lays the only foundation 
for the everlasting enjoyment of God. They consider them- 
selves as all members of one body, of which €hrist is the head. 
And it is in the complete holiness and happiness of this one 
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body, that they expect to find their own eternal-and supreme 
felicity. Hence they love the church as their own souls, and 
desire its prosperity above any separate, personal good, that 
they can derive from any other source. The world and the 
things of the world, would lose all their lustre in the eyes of 
good men, did they not subserve and promote the prosperity of 
the church. They view and desire this, therefore, above their 
chief joy. It is an object in which all their hopes and desires 
centre, and in which the glory of God and the good of the uni- 
verse are necessarily involved. For these weighty and solid rea- 
sons, they desire the prosperity of the church, above any thing 
and every thing in the world. Hence we see, why there is 
nothing which good men more sincerely and sensibly lament 
than the low and languishing state of the church. There is 
nothing so disagreeable to mankind, as to fail of securing their 
supreme object. And if good men supremely desire the pros- 
perity of the church ; then it must be extremely painful to see 
it in a low and languishing state. ‘This appears also from the 
account we have of the feelings of good men,jin a time of great 
degeneracy in the church. The pious Israelites in Babylon, 
‘sat down, and wept when they remembered the low state of 
Zion.’ Hence also we learn why good men will do more to 
promote the prosperity of the church, than to promote any oth- 
er interest in the world. All men will sacrifice any thing 
which stands opposed to their supreme object. Good men will. 
If they can do any thing to promote the prosperity of the 
church they cheerfully do it. The prosperity of the church is 
an object, which good men will never give up, so long as they 
can do any thing to promote it. How happy are all goodmen! 
They belong to a'suciety which shall live and prosper, and be 
a source of everlasting joy. But, on the other hand, how 
wretched are all wicked, impenitent men; they beleng toa 
kingdom which is destined to ruin, and which must sink just as 
fast as the church of Christ rises. E. N, 








PROTRACTED MEETINGS. 


We extract the following from “ta Letter on Protracted 
Meetings, dated February 24th, 1832, and addressed to the 
Church in Paris, N. Y. by their late Pastor, Rev. Witttam R. 
Werexs, D.D.” He describes such a protracted meeting, as we 
‘‘ shou!d love to attend.”” If our limits would admit, we should 
be glad to copy the letter entire, which is written in the aur 
thor’s peculiarly perspicuous style, and scriptural, convincing 
manner ; and in our view, is exceedingly well-timed and caleu- 
lated to do much good. 


«« | should love to attend a protracted meeting of such a kind 
as I can ensily conceive of, in my own mind, though I may not 


. 
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be able to describe it upon paper so clearly as I could wish.— 
It should be a meeting for which the church had previously 
prepared the way, by turning from their backslidings, putting 
away all their sins, and engaging in the diligent discharge of 
every duty. They should have “ put away from among them 
all bitterness, and wrath, and clamor, and envy, and evil speak- 
ing, and be kindly affectioned one toward another with broth- 
erly love.”” They should have looked closely into their own 
hearts, and have deeply humbled themselves before God. They 
should have carefully looked after their wandering brethren, 
and have administered the discipline of the gospel in the true 
spirit of it. They should feel their dependence upon God for 
every blessing, and not be looking to creatures forhelp. ‘They 
should realize that God has a right to grant or withhold the in- 
fluences of his Spirit, as he may see best, and feel that they 
have no claims upon him, but are utterly unworthy of the fa- 
vors they ask. They should be disposed to come to God with 
the temper of dutiful and affectionate children, who have more 
confidence in the judgment of a wise and good Father, than 
they have in their own; and should be as willing to be denied 
the favors they ask, if he shall see that to be best, as they are 
thankfully to accept what he shall be pleased to bestow. ‘They 
should desire a revival of religion, chiefly that God may be 
honored ; and while they are prepared to rejoice in the tri- 
umphs of his grace, they should be also prepared to rejoice in 
his adorable sovereignty, and his glorious justice, which are 
always displayed at such a time, and be willing he should 
“ have mercy on whom he will have mercy, and harden whom 
he will.” They should put away from them, as utterly un- 
worthy of christians, that arrogant spirit, which aspires to dic- 
tate to the Almighty, and pretends to “take God at his word, 
and hold him to his promise,’’ when he has not promised in 
his word the conversion of any particular sinner, nor of any 
sinners in a particular place, nor ata particular time. They 
should be prepared to hear, and desire to hear. and take ef- 
fectual measures to hear, on such an occasion, those glorious 
doctrines of the gospel, which exalt God and abase the creature. 
They should invite, on such an occasion, those preachers of the 
gospel who most value these precious truths, and exhibit them 
most clearly and abundantly in their discourses; and such as 
“*see eyé to eye, and lift up the voice together.” They should 
carefully close up every avenue by which error might creep in, 
at such a time, and take effectual measures to have truth, in a 
full, and copious, and unbroken stream, pour in upon the un- 
derstanding, and conscience, and heart, of every one who at- 
tends. They should give place to no human contrivances, no 
artifice, nor trick, to play upon the passions, and produce a 
theatrical effect. The native majesty, and simple dignity of 
truth, as exhibited by the prophets and apostles, in the words 
which the Holy Ghost has taught in the Bible, will produce 
deeper feeling, and be attended with better effects. Let God 
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hating iniquity ; let him be seen, “‘ making all things for him- 

self, yea, even the wicked for the day of evil;’’ let him be held 

forth to view, as the Sovereign Potter, forming whom he will 

into vessels of mercy, to the praise of the glory of his grace, 

and equally forming whom he will into vessels of wrath, to the 

praise of the glory of his justice ; let him be seen, determining 
“to show his wrath and make his power known” in punishing 
sin, as well as determining to show his mercy in the salvation 
of some; let these things be solemnly and earnestly pressed 
upon the audience, and there will be feeling. Saints will feel; 
and sinners too will feel, in view of these things. So deep 
solemnity, and so earnest attention, I'have never witnessed, 
under the exhibition of any other subjects, as has usually at- 
tended the exhibition of these. Let Christ be exhibited, as 
having the same feelings with the Father, delighting in justice 
as really as in mercy; and rejoicing in spirit and saying, ‘I 
thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hast 
hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed 
them unto babes; even so, Father, for so it seemed good in 
thy sight.” Let the law of God be exhibited, which binds the 
sinner to love this holy and righteous Sovereign, and denounc- 
es eternal death as the just penalty for the slightest failure, 

and which requires every one to “ accept the punishment of 
his iniquity,”’ and say amen to the penalty which it denounces 
upon him ; let it be seen that the law reaches to the heart, and 
condemns selfishness in every form; let it be seen, that all 
those religious affections and performances which have self for 
their object, are transgressions of the law, and that, for this 
reason, “‘the ploughing of the wicked is sin, and the prayer of 
the wicked is abomination ;”’ let it be understood, that the pray- 
ers, and cries, and tears, and resolutions, and promises, and ef- 
forts, which sinners make, and all the steps they take in order 
to get converted, before actual submission to God, are nothing 
but sin ; and let them be warned against-all such things so done, 
ana be pressed with the duty of instant submission to the 
penalty of the law, and a cordial reconciliation to the justice 
and sovereignty of God; let this be earnestly and solemnly 
done, and there is some hope that they may be brought under 
conviction. Let them see, that God has a right to save or destroy 
them as he pleases; that nothing which they do, and nothing 
which christians do, lays God under the least obligation to save 
them; that he has made no promises to save them; and that 
there is nothing in the whole book of God which affords any 
ground for any one yet in bis sins to believe that he shall be 
saved; let him see that he is in the hands of God and cannot 
get out of his hands, and that it is altogether uncertain, as yet 
what God means to do with him; and when all his sins appear 
in array before him, and the enmity of his heart against God is 
strongly felt, and he is pressed in his conscience to the per- 
formance of that duty to which his whole heart is opposed ; 
then he will be likely to see that he is in an evil case, and that 
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there is no hope for him, unless God shall be pleased, not for 
his sake, but for his own name’s sake, to stretch out his almigh- 
ty arm, and subdue the enmity of his heart. In this situation, 
I have seen some among you, as I trust, brought, by the new 
creating energy of the Holy Spirit, to let go their hold upon 
their own interest, to consent to the penalty of the law in their 
own case, and to be filled with admiring views of the holiness 
and justice and adorable sovereignty of the glorious God. The 
nature of experimental religion should be clearly exhibited at 
such a time, and be carefully distinguished from all counter- 
feits; that christians may see whatis wrong in themselves, and 
repent it, and not exalt themselves in their own eyes for that 
which God abhors; and that those who are awakened may not 
be deceived with a false hope. The true nature of prayer 
should be shown, and its duty urged, the prayer of faith in God 
and not faith in ourselves, that prayer which expresses more 
confidence in the wisdom and goodness of our Heavenly Fa- 
ther, than in our own, and leaves our requests before him, to 
be granted or denied, as he shall see best. ‘The office work of 
the Holy Spirit should be shown, in making men holy, as con- 
sisting not merely in persuasion, by the exhibition of motives, but 
in giving efficacy to those motives by his new creating energy, 
by the same exertion of almighty power which raised Christ 
from the dead, And this should be done, that christisns may 
feel their dependence upon him, and realize that they are ‘his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works ;” and 
that sinners may feel, that, though they are able to do what 
God requires, and are justly condemned for not being willing, 
yet, there is no hope that they ever will be willing, unless God 
makes them willing in the day of his power. False religion 
should be exposed, in all those forms of it by which saints and 
sinners are usually deceived, and to accomplish which Satan 
transforms himself into an angel of hight. And both christians 
and sinners should be strippéd of every excuse and driven from 
every refuge of lies, that they may be effectually humbled, and 
brought to repent and turn to God. 

In short, I would have all the exercises of such a character, 
that the whole tendency of the meeting should be, to present 
truth to the mind, and press it upon the conscience ; to strength- 
en the hands of the faithful minister, to increase his influence, 
and the influence, of the church, in their efforts to mantain the 
ascendency of evangelical sentiments, and to stay the progress 
of error and irreligion; and thus to promote the glory of God, 
the peace of the church and the salvation of men. 


perenne 





Suorr Sentences—Do more good than long speeches—we 
can remember the one, while we can scarcely find time to read 
the other. One is like a guide post, distinctly pointing out our 
way ; the other like a general map, in which we are puzzled, 
after a long search, to find where we are. Neither Solomon 
nor Solon, Napoleon nor Franklin, made long speeches. 
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CLERICAL DOMINATION. 


A Circulur appeared in the Boston Recorder, under date of 
August 26th, 1831, addressed to the ‘Congregational and Pres- 
byterian Churches in the United States,” signed by Z. L. Bar- 
stow, “one appointed by the General Association of New 
Hampshire to signify ihe regular standing of ministers and li- 
centiates in their connexion.” In this communication, which 
“* the several papers in the United States were requested to pub- 
lish,” it was stated, that ‘‘the Rev. Ezexiet Ricu, a member 
of the Monadnock Association, was not in a proper condition 
to be received asa minister of the gospel, on account of certain 
injurious reports, which the Association had appointed a Com- 
mittee to investigate.”” This ‘‘ Committee” sign their names 
to a Postscript, in which they say, they ‘ fully agree with the 
Rey. Mr. Barstow, in the opinion, that the churches ought not 
to fellowship him (Rev. Mr. Rich,) till his conduct is cleared 
up.” 

The above appeared to us, at the time, asa novel, hasty, op- 
pressive, and ridiculous transaction ;—novel, as we had never 
heard of an Association, that had undertaken to silence a min- 
ister before he was tried ;—hasty, as it put a veto upon their 
brother’s ministrations, before the ‘‘ reports” in circulation had 
even been examined ;—oppressive,as it tended in a high degree to 
impeach the character of Rev. Mr. Rich, before being heard in 
his own defence, and to excite prejudices against him in the 
minds of the christian public, which it might cost him, howev- 
er innocent, much labor and time to remove ;—and lastly, rv- 
diculous, as this Rev. Mr. Barstow assumes the archi-episcopal 
power of suspending a minister, when he had been appointed 
merely “to signify the regular standing of ministers ;’’ and while 
he has the brotherly-kindness to admit the impropriety of 
“« judging his case without a fair hearing,” he authoritatively 
‘enjoins it upon the churches, not to receive him,” till after 
the “‘ contemplated examination” ! ! 

We do not think it strange, that the General Association of 
New Hampshire, at their next meeting, should drop Mr. Bar- 
stow (as we are told they did,) from his office of “ signifying 
the regular standing of ministers.” But we did think it strange, 
that for so many months, the public should hear nothing from 
the Committee ‘to take measures for investigating reports 
against Rey. Ezekiel Rich,”’ nor from the Monadnock Associa- 
tion; nor does it much diminish our wonder, to be informed, 
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that no “ examination” has been instituted, that Mr. Rich has 
not beeu heard, and that the Association have taken no order 
on the subject ! 


It gives us pleasure to state, that we have seen a certificate 


of the good ministerial standing of Rev. Mr. Rich, signed by 
‘‘one of the General Association of New Hampshire appoint- 
ed to signify the regular standing of ministers, dated since the 
current year commenced ; and also the testimonials of several 
very respectable ministers (to which may be added our own,) 
to Rev. Mr. Rich’s piety, pulpit talents, and regular standing 
in the Christian Ministry. 


MARTYRDOM OF POLYCARP. 


Marcus Antoninus, at the age of twelve years, embraced the 
rigid system of the stoical philosophy, which he also endeavor- 
ed to inculcate on the minds of his subjects. He even con- 
descended to read lectures of philosophy to the Roman people, 
in a manner, says"Gibbon, who eulogizes his character, more 
public than was consistent with the modesty of a sage, or the 
dignity of an emperor. Under his reign commenced what is 
generally accounted the fourth persecution of the Christians. It 
is not improbable that he had beheld with an anxious eye the 
lenity which had been shown them by his predecessors, and 
that the occasional interruptions that had been given them were 
at least with bis connivance. Certain it is, that no sooner had 
he attained to the full exercise of power, than he completely 
discarded the tolerant principles of Antonius Pius, and threw 
open once more all the flood gates of persecution. 

The charches of Asia appear to have suffered dreadfully at 
this period. Polycarp was pastor of the church in Smyrna, an 
office which he had held for more than eighty years, and which 
he had filled up with honor to himself, to the edification of his 
Christian brethren, and the glory of his Divine Master. It on- 
ly remained for him now to seal his testimony with his blood. 
The eminence of his station marked him out as the victim of 
popular fury. Thecry of the multitude against Polycarp was, 
‘¢ This is the doctor of Asia, the father of the Christians, the 
subverter of our Gods, who teaches many that they must not 

rform the sacred rights, nor worship any of our deities. Away 
with these atheisis.”” The philosophy of the emperor could not 
teach him that this pretended atheism was a real virtue, which 
deserved to be encouraged and propagated among mankind. 
Here reason and philosophy failed him, and his blind attach- 
ment to the gods of his country caused him to shed much blood, 
and to become the destroyer of the saiuts of the living God. 

The friends of Polycarp, anxious for his safety, prevailed on 
him to withdraw himself from public view, and retire to a neigh- 
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boring village, which he did, continuing with a few of his 
brethren, day and night, in prayer to God for the tranquility of 
all the churches. ‘The most diligent search was in the mean 
time made for him, without effect. But when his enemies pro- 
ceeded to put some of his brethren to the torture, with the view 
of compelling them to betray him, he could no longer be pre- 
vailed on to remain concealed. “ The will of the Lord be 
done !”’ was his pivus ejaculation. On uttering which, he made 
a voluntary surrender of himself to his persecutors, saluted 
them with a cheerful countenance, and invited them to refresh 
themselves at his table, only soliciting from them on his own 
behalf one hour for prayer. They granted his request, and 
his devotions were prolonged to double the period, with such 
sweetness and savor that all who heard him were struck with 
admiration, several of the soldiers repenting that they were em- 
ployed against so venerable an old man. His prayer being 
ended, they set him on an ass, and conveyed him towards the 
city, being met on the road by Herod the Irenarch, (a kind of 
justice of ‘the peace,) and his father Nicetes, who were chief 
agents in this persecution. Many efforts were tried to shake 
his constancy, and induce him to abjure his profession. At 
one time he was threatened by the proconsul with the fury of 
wild beasts. ‘* Call for them,” said Polycarp, “ It does not 
become us to turn from good to evil.” ‘ Seeing you make so 
light of wild beasts,” rejoined the magistrate, “1 will tame you 
with the more horrible punishment of fire.” But Polycarp 
bravely replied, ‘‘ You threaten me with a fire that is quickly 
extinguished, but are ignorant of the eternal fire of God’s judg- 
ment reserved for the wicked in the other world. But why do 
you delay? Order what punishment you please.” Thus find- 
ing him impenetrable both to the arts of seduction and the 
dread of punishment, the fire was commanded to be lighted, 
and the body of this venerable father burnt to ashes, in the 
year 166.—Jones’ Church History. 


POE 





RY 


From the Religious Intelligencer. 


There is a pathos in the following beautiful lines, which 
must touch the heart of those who can feel for other’s woes. 
We hope those to whom it is addressed will regard the sup- 
plication—** Pray ror vs. 


LETTER FROM A CHEROKEE CHILD TO THE CHILDREN OF THE 
UNITED STATES. 


We had a teacher, and his voice was kind 
To us poor Indians. Though his brow was white, 
He did not scorn us. When he spake of Him 
Who took young children in his arms, and died 
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Upon the cross for sinners, such a light 
Would kindle in his eye, and he would strive 
So for our soul’s salvation, that we blest 
His holy tenderness. But he is gone. 
They took him from us. Men who would not heed 
Our misery, did hang a heavy chain 
About his neck, and o’er the rocky road 
And through the storm of darkness, led him on 
To lock him in a prison. Side by side, 
With the blood-shedder and the thief, he toils, 
Clad in coarse garments, and with no fond smile 
Of wife or babe to cheer him. Months have fled, 
And they release him not. Yet he hath done 
No harm, except to teach the Cherokees 
Their bible duty and the hope of heaven, 
That glorious home from whence no foe can drive. 
Each night L weep, and ask the white man’s God 
To give us back our teacher. Pray for us, 
White children! happy children! you know 
Far more than we: Oh! when you kneeling ask 
Pity for those who mourn, beg God to bring 
Our blessed teacher from his prison house, 
That we may listen to his words again. 
Hartford, Feb. 16, 1832. L. H. § 


ee. 


INTELLIGENCE. 


MORAL. 


Our Vittace.—The population of Sandy Hill comprises about 
780 inhabitants, twenty-seven of whom, it seems, are downright drunk- 
ards, occasional or habitual. This number constitutes one twenty- 
seventh part of the whole population; and supposing drunkards to be 
as numerous throughout the Union as at Sandy Hill, this ratio would 

ive, as the aggregate number of drunkards in the United States, four 
undred and eighty-one thousand, four hundred and eighty-one!!! 
How is this? Is Sandy Hill—a village with 300 pledged temperance 
men, out of a population of 730, and an excellent temperance paper— 
is such a place in a worse condition than others, or have the estimates 
heretofore been fartoo low? One of these conclusions is unavoidable. 

Since writing the above, we thought we would make an inquiry or 
two respecting ‘our village.” We asked the first man we met to 
name over all the drunkards in the town whom he could recollect. In 
the course of five minutes, with the aid of a neighbor who happened 
to be present, he gave us the names of FirTY NOTORIOUS DRUNKARDS 
residing in the town. The list might have been greatly enlarged, had 
we thought it necessary. Each of our informants, concerning whose 
veracity there can be ne eae gave it as his opinion that there 
were at least two hundred persons of this description in the town of 
Andover. . 

We talk of the glorious temperance reformation, and if we consider 
it as the commencement of effort, we talk justly; but if it is to stop 
here—if we think the work completed, it will prove the veriest mock- 
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ery. Christians yet tolerate the evil in the churches; public sentiment 
suffers its murders to be legalized; the drunkard is considered a free- 
man, rather than a fit inmate for a lunatic asylum; he is permitted to 
put his hands into the ballot box, when they ought to be confined in a 
strait jacket. ‘These things are a disgrace to the nation.—Journal of 
Humanity. 


Increase or Carme.—The Sing Sing Prison is running over. The 
present number of prisoners in that prison is not far from 1000. Six- 
ty convicts from there arrived at this prison a few days since. Our 
excellent penitentiary system is the subject of frequent remark, and 
much may very justly be said in favor of the successful exertions for 
a few years past for its improvement; yet the careful observer cannot 
fail to notice the daily increasing evidence of its inefligiency. Crimes 
and criminals multiply, if we mistake not, in a much greater ratio, than 
our population—T he same individuals being convicted two, three, and 
four times. ‘The Recorder of New York, on a recent occasion, after 
sentencing ten individuals to the State Prison, expressed his opinion 
that the present penitentiary system is inadequate, and that its only ef- 
fect is to take up those whom the concurrence of unfortunate circum- 
stances have made vagrants, and pass them through a variety of pro- 
cesses until they came out felons. The philanthropist is ready to in- 
quire, what is the remedy? We can think of none better or more 
certain, than an increased attention to the moral culture of our youth. 
The efforts of the wise and good should be turned with increasd en- 
ergy. towards our primary schools in their various grades; this will be 
striking at the root, and is, probably, the only effectual remedy.—4u- 
burn Republican. 

[ We love common schools, and are ready to promote their exten- 
sion. But we feel assured that schools will never reform a commupi- 
ty. - Revivals of religion can alone produce a moral reformation. The 
utmost that mere intellectual improvement can do, will be to check 
the progress of declension. If professors of religion will leave off 
selling rum, and the church will lift a decided voice against it, and 
then labor for revivals, such as shall change the face of society, there 
may be areform. Mere education may stay the progress of declen- 
sion, or, as in France, it may cover up the grossness of vice with a 
hollow, hypocritical decency. Religion alone, changing the fountain 
of human conduct, can effect a real reform in the state of society.— 
N. Y. Evangelist. 

[In the preceding observations of the Editor of the Evangelist, we 
fully concur. ] 


SECULAR. 


Economicat Fuer.—A good fire on a winter day, at a mere trifling 
expense, is of importance to a poor man. One penny worth of tar or 
rosin water will saturate a tub of coal with triple its original quantity 
of bitumen, (the principle of light and heat,) and of course render one 
such tub of three times more value, than it was when unsaturated.— 
English paper. 

e believe that the additional value said to be acquired by coal, 
prepared as above mentioned, must be greatly exaggerated. Bitumen 
is not the only principle of light and heat; it furnishes more flame, 
but less heat, in proportion to its weight, than some of the harder sorts 
of coal, of which carbon is the principal constituent. But something 
may be gained, and we wish the experiment may be tried, and its re- 
sults made public.— Editor New Eng. Farmer. 
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Treaty with tHe Creexs.—We learn from an official paper, 
that a Treaty has been concluded with the Creeks, in which this tribe 
cede all their lands within the State of Alabama, for lands beyond the 
Mississippi, and upon similar terms with those stipulated in the Choe- 
taw Treaty. All the tribes have now agreed to emigrate from the 
bosomn of the States, with the exception of about 4,000 Cherokees.— 
N. Y. Gazette. 


Oregon Cotony.—The Baltimore Patriot of Saturday says, 
‘< Twenty-two emigrants, on their way to the Oregon territory, arriv- 
ed at Baltimore last evening, in the brig Ida, from Boston, They 
have with them their necessary travelling and camp equipages, and 
are about to take up their line of march through the west to that far 
distant land.” 

Tue Caorers.—The whole nnmber of cases of Cholera which 
had taken place in Great Britain, at the last date, was 6064; of deaths 
1490. In London, only a few cases remained. 
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ORY & BROWN, 17 Market-street, have for sale a general as- 

sortment of religious books, among which are Daily Food—Mrs 
Rowe’s Devout Exercises—Comforts of Piety—Daily Piety—Gems 
of Piety—Gems of sacred Poetry—Dew Drops—Daily Crumbs—Di- 
rections to Persons just commencing a Religious Life—Daily Script- 
ure Expositor, &c. &c. together with a variety of new and standard 
Theological works. 

Providence, March 26, 1832. 
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